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REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

to  the  Borough  of  Tiverton 
For  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1950. 


II,  St.  Peter  Street, 

% 

Tiverton, 

August^ 

Gentlemen, 

i  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  ot  the  District  for  the  year  ending  31st 
DeceFiiber,  1950. 

Area.  Although  the  Borough  covers  an  area  ot  17,680 
acres,  the  Town  itself  covers  300  acres  only. 

Population.  11,100. 

Inhabited  Houses.  Number  in  1950  was  3,208. 
Rateable  Value  is  ^'70,249. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate.  £279  os.  6d 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Total. 

Live  I  Legitimate  171 
Births  I  Illegitimate  10 

Still  Births  4 

Illegitimate  Still  Births 


Males. 

88 

4 

3 

2 


Females. 

83  !  Birth  Rate  : 

6  1  16-3  per  1000 

I  Rate  per  1000 
*  ^  Births  22  9 

(Total  Live  and  Still  Births) 


Corrected  Birth  Rate  18*7 
Deaths  ...  152  75  77 


Death  Rate  : 
I3‘6  per  1000 


Corrected  Death  Rate 


1 2 ‘9  per  1000 
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Deaths  from  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth,  o  ;  Puerperal 
Sepsis,  o  ;  other  causes,  o. 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  i  year  of  ag-e.  All  iiifants 
per  looo  live  births,  33  0. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000,  legitimate  live  births,  34'8 

Illegitimate  infants  under  i  year,  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Measles  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough  .  Nil 

,.  Diarrhoea  ..  ..  Nil 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  1  i  *6,  and 
the  Birth  Rate  15  8.  The  Infantile  Death  Rate  tor  England 
and  Wales  was  29  8  per  1000  live  Births. 

Deaths  from  Cancer,  24 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

1  —  Nursing  in  the  Home.  No  change. 

2 —  ddiere  is  one  Midwife  practising  in  the  Area,  in 
addition  to  the  two  district  nurses. 

3 —  Laboratory  Eacilities — There  are  two  in  the  Area 
— the  County  Laboratory  and  that  connected  with  the  Royal 
Devon  &  Exeter  Hospital. 

4 —  ^Hospitals — The  old  joint  Board  Isol.ation  Hospital 
has  now  been  taken  over  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  for 
the  reception  of  recovery  cases.  Infectious  cases  are  sent  to 
Whipton  Isolation  Hospital  wheie  accommodation  is  very 
adequate. 
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Tiverton  and  District  Hospital  deals  with  Surgical, 
Medical  and  Maternity  cases.  There  are  50  beds,  1 1  of 
which  are  devoted  to  Maternity  cases.  Accommodation 
is  very  strained  at  times  in  all  departments  and  is  not 
really  adequate.  Maternity  cases  are  regularly  refused 
booking  owing  to  lack  of  space. 

A  Tuberculosis  Clinic  is  now  held  at  the  above 
Hospital  twice  monthly. 

5— Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers. 
None  in  the  Area, 


6 —  Ambulance  F'aciltties.  No  change. 

7 —  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  : — 

Out-patient  departments  (under  control  of  the 
Local  Authority)  —  School  Minor  Ailments, 
Monday  and  PViday  morning,  9  to  10  a  in  , 
Wednesdays,  S.M.O.  in  attendance,  g  to  12 
noon . 

Maternity  &  Child  Welfare  Centre.  This  Centre 
is  open  weekly  on  Wednesdays,  2  to  4  p.m. 


Ante-natal  Clinic  at  the  Tiverton  and  District 
Hospital  on  Tuesdays,  3  p.m. 


The  attendances  for  1950  were  as  follows  :  — 
Total  infants  attending  for  first  time 

,,  children,  i  to  5  years,  attending  for  first  time 
Number  on  Register  at  end  of  year  —  Mothers 
, ,  , ,  , ,  In  fa  n  t  .s 

,,  ,,  ,,  i  to  5  years 

Number  of  attendances  during  1950  —  Mothers 
,,  ,,  ,,  Infants 

I  to  5  years 


y  y 


99 

19 

272 

99 

174 

1851 

1552 

624 
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The  Moihers  and  Children  have  had  supervision  and 
advice  both  at  the  Welfare  weekly  by  the  Medical  Officer 
and  the  Health  Visitor,  and  in  their  houses  by  the  Health 
Visitor.  Simple  treatment  has  been  gfiven  where  considered 
sufficient,  in  other  cases  the  mothers  were  referred  to  their 
private  doctor  for  treatment. 

The  Orthopedic  Clinic  was  held  on  49  Tuesdays 
during^  the  year — 12  sessions  by  the  Surgeon  and  37  by  the 
after-care  Sister. 


Number  on  Register,  1/1/50  .  . 

00 

,,  31/12/50 

300 

Sessions  held 

58 

New  Cases 

281 

Discharges 

265 

Admitted  to  Hospital 

37 

Average  weekly  attendance 

24.3 

Number  of  Attendances 

1170 

Admissions: — Adults 

216 

„  I.T.B.  ... 

I 

School  Age 

41 

,,  ,,  I.T.B. 

I 

Infants 

22 

281 

Some  of  the  elder  patients  have  been  trained  at  St. 
Loye’s  College  for  the  Disabled,  in  connection  with  the 
Clinic,  the  aim  being  the  complete  rehabilitation  of  the 
patients. 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other 

Diseases. 

Scabies.  Now  greatly  diminished. 

Diphtheria  Immunization.  Vaccination  procedure 
administered  by  County  Council  and  a  Clinic  is  held 
for  this  purpose  on  three  Wednesdays  each  month. 
Other  cases  are  seen  by  local  doctors  at  their  surgeries. 

Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  in  1950. 


NEW  CASES.  DEATHS. 

Age  Period.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary 


0 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 

I 

5 

I 

I 

1 0 

15 


20  1 

25 ^ 3 

35  _  I  I _ 

45 _ 

55 _ 

65  and  over  i 

totals  36  21 
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Notifiable  Diseases. 


Age  Incidence. 
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Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  Regula¬ 
tions,  1925).  No  action  taken. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925.  No  action  taken. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  NICHOLSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


V, 


X 


\ 


’  9 


f  •'  { 

I  r:'- 


*:  j£ 


hi 


'%'■ 


V 


^  ■>. 


i  V  u 
!=..< 


..  .  .  rf'C’  ^4 


\  •  '  ,  ‘ 

'  ^• V  ‘  Vjiw 


«» 

’ 


i'.;: 


i 


. 'i?  .^-O  ’g 


H  : 

<  . 


■  '■  < 


» \ 


:s 


V-- 


•&. 


•ai 


5i 


»«'U 


X 


:  . 


X 


-r 


.  \ 

. .  r 


.  J 


'I 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


to  the  Borough  of  Tiverton 
1st  January  to  31st  December,  1950. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 

Town  Hall,  Tiverton. 

December^  igSi 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 

OF  THE  Borough  of  Tiverton. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Councillor  Mrs.  Rooks  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  for  your  consideration  my  fifth 
Annual  Report  which  deals  with  my  duties  during  the 
year  1950. 

Tlie  administration  of  the  Council’s  Points  Scheme  tor 
the  selection  of  tenants  has  again  proved  c>ne  of  my  most 
onerous  duties  and  much  of  the  time  of  Miss  Newton  and 
myself  is  taken  up  with  this  difficult  problem.  It  says  much 
for  Miss  Newton’s  quiet  sympathetic  manner  ttm'ards  appli¬ 
cants  that  they  usually  leave  apparently  satisfied  that  their 
case  is  receiving  every  consideration  by  the  Housing  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Young  married  couples  sharing  accommodation  with 
relations  or  friends  is  still  distressingly  high  and  in  spite  of 
approximately  300  families  housed  from  the  list  during  the 
year,  the  total  number  of  applicants  remains  almo.st  station¬ 
ary  at  312. 


1-2 

The  return  of  Mr.  Nex,  General  Assistant,  from  service 
in  H.M.  Fo  rces  enabled  a  start  to  be  made  on  the  systematic 
inspection  of  food  premises  and  to  biing  these  up  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938,  both  structu¬ 
rally  and  hygienically. 

During  the  year  1  examined  the  carcase  of  every  animal 
killed  in  the  abbatoir  (total  of  4580)  and  condemned  over 
10  tons  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  in  addition  ap¬ 
proximately  one  ton  of  other  foodstuffs  was  condemned. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply. 

(1)  The  water  supply  for  the  Town  has  been  satisfactory 
in  quality  and  quantity. 

(2)  Bacteriological  examinations  have  been  made  at 
regular  monthly  intervals  of  the  treated  water  going 
into  supply.  Water  from  the  Allers  supply  (source 
springs  at  Norwood  Common,  supplemented  by  pump¬ 
ing  from  River  Exe)  is  both  filtered  and  chlorinated. 
Water  from  the  Warnicombe  supply  is  only  chlor¬ 
inated. 

(3)  The  waters  have  no  plumbo-sol vent  action. 

(4)  No  contamination  during  year. 

(5)  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough 
and  population  supplied  from  public  mains  are  2,825 
houses,  11,230  population.  The  water  is  piped  in 
direct  to  approximately  2,825  houses,  whilst  approx¬ 
imately  540  houses  are  supplied  by  means  of  stand 
pipes.  These  latter  houses  being  situated  principally 
in  Courts. 


Results  of  Sampling.  Public  Main  Supplies. 


Source  of  Supply 

A  Hers 

No.  of  Samples 

12 

Satisfactory 

12 

Unsatisfactory 

Warnicombe 

I  2 

12 

— 

Farms  and  other 

premises 

19 

8 

1 1 

Inspection  and 

Supervision 

of  Meat  and 

Foods. 

296  Visits  of  Inspection  were  made  to  the  Council’s 
Abattoir  tor  the  purposes  ot  Meat  Inspection. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  animals 


slaughtered  at  the  Public  Abattoir  during  the  year  and 
gives  details  of  meat  and  ciffal  condemned  as  diseased 
or  unsound  :  — 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  ... 

Number  Inspected 

496 

5  y 

1081 

y  y 

2824 

>  j 

179 

y  y 

All  Diseases  except  T.  B. — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

7 

21 

81 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

448 

10 

488 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than  T.B. 

5515 

4-3 

1— 1 

(N 

3-9 

Tuberculosis  Only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  oi' 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

51 

I 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

6-78 

0-14 

— 

— 

Beef. 


No.  of  Carcases. 

Disease. 

Weight. 

lbs. 

I 

Mammitis,  Inflammation  and 

Fevered 

539 

2 

Septicaemia 

1183 

I 

Joline’s  Disease  &  General  Dropsy 

447 

I 

,,  ,,  and  Emaciation 

398 

I 

General  Dropsy  and  Inflammation 

of  the  Udder 

403 

I 

Septic  Mastitis 

402 

7 

3372  lbs. 

Parts  of  Carcases. 

Disease. 

Weight 

lbs. 

3  Flanks 

Dropsical 

29 

I  Shoulder 

Bruising 

5 

Part  Hind-quarters 

Ulcers  and  Cysts 

22 

Hind-quarters  &  Parts 

Deep  &  Extensive  Injury 

450 

Hind-quarter 

Necrosis 

19 

Fore  quarters 

Sarcoma 

247 

Fore-quarters 

Deep  &  Extensive  Injury 

38 

Trimmings 

Bruising 

5 

?  J 

,,  and  Nephritis 

37 

)  ? 

Dropsical 

7 

859  lbs. 

Offal.  Various 

Beef  (Tuberculosis). 

5,625  lbs. 

No.  of  Carcases  Disease  Weight 

lbs. 

4  Generalised  T. B.  2295 

I  T.B.^  Emaciatie’)!!  and  Dropsical  386 


5 


2681  lbs. 
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Parts  of  Carcases. 

Hi  lid -quarters — Part 
Hind-quarters 
Fore-quarter  and  Parts 
Hind-quarters 


Offal. 


Disease 

Weight 

lbs. 

Generalised  T.  B. 

II3 

T.B.  and  Dropsical 

274 

T  B 

218 

605  lbs. 

T.B. 

1441  lbs. 

tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

Total  Weight  of  Beef  Condemned  3  7  o  ^3 


Total  Weight  of  Offal  ,,  3  3  o  lo 


Calves. 


No.  of  Carcases 

Disease. 

Weight 

lbs. 

3 

Immature  and  Dro["isical 

96 

8 

Umbilical  Pyaemia 

325 

4 

I  nflam  mat  ion 

'52 

1 

Acute  Fever 

36 

1 

General  Diopsy 

36 

1 

Emaciation  and  Diopsy 

55 

i 

Abrasmns  and  General  Dropsy 

47 

2 

Inflammation  and  General  Dropsy 

136 

2  I 

893  lbs 

Parts  of  Carcases. 

I  Leg 

Injury  and  Dropsy 

14  lbs. 

1  Leg 

Enlarged  Joints 

t 

2 

17  lbs. 

)ffal. 

Various 

232  lbs. 

i6 


Calves  (Tuberculosis). 


Offal. 

Various 

232  Ihs. 

cwts. 

qrs.  lbs 

Total  Weight 

of  Veal  Condemned 

8 

0  14 

Total  Weight 

of  Offal  Condemned 

2 

0  16 

Sheep. 

No.  of 

Disease 

Weight 

Carcases 

lbs. 

18 

Inflam  mation 

798 

8 

Inflammation  and  t3ropsy 

3'9 

2 

>  5 

Septicaemia 

'  *3 

I 

?  y 

J  aundice 

67 

1 

y  y 

Moribund 

1  2 

1 

» ) 

Pleu  risy 

49 

I 

y  y 

Inefficiency  of  Bleeding 

63 

1 

Inflammation  following  Injury  &  Bruising 

58 

5 

Acute  Fever 

29 1 

1 

)  y 

and  Mammitis 

52 

1 

y  y 

and  Dropsy 

93 

I 

y  y 

and  Entero  Toxaemia 

48 

1 

Fevered  and  Metritis 

55 

6 

Gangrenous 

Pneumonia 

344 

5 

Septicaemia 

298 

2 

Pyaemia 

•55 

1 

Septic  Metritis 

46 

6 

Emaciation 

and  Dropsy 

25' 

I 

and  Oedema 

30 

2 

y  y 

and  Anaemia 

48 

j 

y  y 

and  Ulcerated  Heart 

17 

I 

y  y 

Dropsy  and  Cancer 

45 

I 

y  f 

and  Congestion  of  Kidneys 

42 

4 

Septic  Mastitis 

289 

r 

Ill  Bled 

65 

2 

Jaundice  and  Dropsy 

109 

I 

Jaundice 

87 

I 

Jaundice  and  Black  Udder 

77 

17 


Sheep  (continued) 


No.  of 
Carcases 

I 

Dropsy  and  Badly  Set,  Congestion  of 

Kidneys 

Weight 

lbs. 

5' 

2 

,,  and  Anaemia 

97 

I 

,,  and  Decomposition 

47 

I 

,,  and  Pyaemia 

84 

I 

,,  and  Congestion  of  Liver 

48 

I 

Pyaemia  and  Jaundice 

59 

I 

Pneumonia  and  Dropsy 

57 

I 

Cysticercus  Ovus  and  Fevered 

31 

8 1  45^5  ^bs. 


Parts  of  Carcases. 

Flanks 


Hind-quarters 

>  J 

1  y 
y ' 

>  y 

Fore-quarters 

Le^s 

Leg 

Part  Leg 

y  y 
y  y 

Shoulder 
Part  Shoulder 


Inflammation 

Inflammation  and  Dropsy 

Dropsy 

Inflammation 

Inflammation  and  Dropsy 

Dropsy 

Abscess 

Injury  and  Inflammation 

Dropsy 

Injuries 

Abscess 

Injury- 

Abscess 

1  nj  u  ry 


33 

7 

17 

296 

59 

38 
6 
2  I 

32 

^3 

9 

2 

O 

4 
I  o 

2 

552  lbs. 


Offal.  Various 


2027  lbs. 


Total  Weight  of  Mutton  Condemned 


tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

2  5  2  2  1 


18 


1  I 


Total  Weight  of  Offal  Condemned 


o 


18 

Pigs. 

No.  of  Carcases 

Disease 

Weight 

lbs. 

I  Pyaemia 

232 

I  Pyaemia 

and  Emaciation 

24 

I  Acute  Fever 

245 

I  Dropsy 

26 

1  Generalised  Sarcoma 

98 

5 

625 

lbs. 

Parts  of  Carcases. 

Pr.  Hands  of  Pork 

and  Pr.  Hind-qrs 

Deep  and  extensive  Inj 

ury 

I  27 

Part  Hind-quarters 

Drop.^^y  and  Injury 

18 

I  Shoulder 

Injuries 

1  0 

Part  Leg 

I  nj  Li  ry 

2 

Loin 

Abscess 

160 

lbs. 

Offal. 

Various 

56 

lbs. 

?  9 

Tuberculosis 

26 

lbs. 

Lotal  Weight  of  Pork  Condemned 

cwts. 

6 

qrs. 

4 

lbs. 

i 

Total  Weight  of  Offal  Condemned 

2 

26 

Unsound  Food.  71  visits  made  to  shops  for  the 
purpose  of  inspection  and  condemnation  of  Unsound  P^ood 
and  premises  inspected  for  contraventions  of  (lie  Food 
and  Druj^s  Act,  1938 

1  he  following  is  a  list  ot  food  condemned  ;  — 
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Description 

Weight 

lbs. 

Tinned  Fruit 

i33i 

>  ? 

Jam 

49 

J  ? 

Marmalade 

44 

y  y 

Syrup 

2 

y  y 

Vegetables 

1831 

y  y 

Meat 

165I 

y  y 

Milk 

73i 

y  y 

Fish 

y  y 

F ruit  J  nice 

28J 

y  y 

Soup 

y  y 

Sauce 

14 

Jars 

Jam 

2 

y  y 

Marmalade 

^  4 

y  < 

Pickles 

34 

)  y 

F  ruit 

5i 

Carr  for.  867 

Jar  Walnuts 
Milk 


Description  Weight 

lbs. 

Broug^ht  for.  867 
Bottled  Sauce  2 

Pkts.  Dried  49 

,,  Pudding-  Powder  76^ 

,,  Biscuits 

,,  Ryvita  3 

,,  Cereal 

Brown  Stew  120 

Bacon  60 

Liver 

Beef  373 

Mutton  49 

Pork  290 

Fish  178 

Cream  Cheese  2^ 


Total  2075I 


I  gallon 

14 


Total  Weight  of  Food  Condemned — 


18  cwts.,  2  qrs.>  3  lbs.,  12  ozs. 


Ice  Cream. 

Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  Dealer.s’  Premises  ...  29 

Samples  purchased  for  Examination  ...  ...  ...  27 

Samples  placed  in  Grade  i  ...  18 

> »  » »  j  j  ))  ^  •  •  •  5 

)  ?  55  yy  yy  3  * • *  3 

yy  yy  yy  y  y  4  ' ’  '  ^ 

In  all  cases  of  results  placed  in  Grades  2,  3  and 

4,  advisory  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  ascer¬ 
taining  and  advising  on  faulty  technique. 
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A  steady  effort  was  made  to  secure  improvements 
in  the  structural  and  hygienic  conditions  of  food  premises 
in  the  Borough,  consistent  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Shops  Act  59  visits  and  inspections  were  made 
to  enforce  the  provisions  relating  to  proper  sanitary 
accommodation,  washing  facilities,  heating  and  ventilation, 
seating  for  female  assistants. 


Summary  of  Inspections  made  during  the  Year. 


Factories  Act 

99 

Food  Shops  re  Condemned  Food 

.  .  » 

71 

Shops  Act  and  Inspections 

59 

Slaughterhouse 

296 

Farms  and  Dairies 

.  •  . 

2 

Rodent  Control 

•  .  • 

lOI 

Council’s  Points  Scheme — 
Inspections 

166 

Re-visits 

169 

Water  Samples  taken — 

Public  Mains  .. 

24 

Other  Premises  and  Farms 

19 

Ice  Cream 

29 

Samples  taken 

27 

Caravans 

32 

Petroleum 

71 

Disinfection,  etc.  ... 

72 

Inspections  re  Complaints 

175 

Re-visits 

448 

Keeping  of  Animals 

10 

Drainage  Inspections  and  Tests 

373 

Food  Poisoning 

I 

.Miscellaneous 

120 

Total 

Visits 

2364 

2  I 


Factories  in 

Detail. 

Inspection. 

Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Written 

Occupiers 

(1)  (2) 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6)  (7) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sec.  I,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 

18 

25 

Nil 

Nil 

Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 

eluded  in  (i)  in  wffiich 

Sec.  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

77 

45 

5 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 

which  Sec.  7  is  enforced 

16 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

by  the  Local  Authority 

Total 

1  1  I 

70 

5 

Nil 

Cases  in  which 

Defects  were 

Found. 

No.  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 


Particulars 

(1) (2) 

Want  of  CleanMness 

O  vercrowdi 

Unreasonable  I'einp. 

I  n  adequate  Ventilation 

Ineffective  Drainage  ot 
FI  oo  rs 

Sanitary  Con  vs  — - 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
Defective 

(c)  Not  Separate  for 
Sexes 

Other  Offences  ag'ainst 
the  Act  (not  including 
Offences  relating  to 
Out-work 

Total 


Found 

(3) 


8 


6 

6 


Remedied 

(4) 


8 


Referred — 


To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 


By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(6) 


6 

6 


20 


20 


Number  of 
Cases  in 
which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
Instituted 
(7)  (8) 
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OuT-WoRK.  Number  of  Out-workers  required  by 
Sect,  no — 

Wearing  Apparel  (Making,  etc.,  Cleaning,  Washing)  4 
Lace,  Lace  Curtains  and  Nets  ...  ...  ...  26 


Rodent  Control. 

The  Borough  Council  continued  its  arraiigement  with 
the  Rural  District  Council  to  jointly  employ  the  services  of 
one  rodent  operator  and  the  arrangement  has  worked  well. 

In  the  Borough  223  properties  were  surveyed  and  84 
treatments  were  carried  out,  necessitating  860  visits. 

Tiverton  is  a  compact  Urban  area  surrounded  by  agri¬ 
cultural  land  and  traversed  by  two  rivers  (Exe  and  Lowmanj 
and  many  streams  and  leats  It  is  a  commonplace  to  find 
farms  in  the  vicinity  heavily  infested  with  rats  and  the 
numerous  waterways  provide  an  easy  route  for  entry  into 
the  town. 

Fortunately  the  Council’s  Rodent  Operator,  Mr.  Luxon, 
is  a  skilled  trapper  and  a  number  of  well  placed  gin  traps  on 
the  water  courses  adjacent  to  mills  and  grain  stores  has 
resulted  in  keeping  these  premises  and  the  town  ft  ee  from 
infestation. 

During  a  period  of  two  years  over  170  rats  have  been 
removed  from  one  trap. 

Following  systematic  treatment  of  the  Council’s  sewers, 
infestation  in  the  heart  of  the  town  has  been  noticeably 
reduced  but  premises  on  the  circumference  are  still  affected, 
especially  where  poultry  or  pigs  are  kept. 
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It  was  unnecessary  to  institute  proceedings  under  tlie 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  as  in  all  cases  where  search  has 
disclosed  infestation  in  substantial  numbers,  occupiers  have 
been  anxious  to  use  the  Council’s  rodent  service  to  clear 
infestations. 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928. 

50  Licences  were  re-issued  for  the  storage  of  55,550 
gallons  of  Petroleum  Spirit,  6,380  gallons  ol  Petroleum 
and  other  Oils,  and  19,320  gallons  of  Petroleum  Mixtures, 
also  two  new  licences  were  issued. 

One  premises  was  inspected  and  advice  on  mode 
of  storage  given  in  respect  of  new  application  and 
licence  granted. 

50  premises  were  re-visited  in  respect  of  annual 
licencing. 

Three  licences  issued  for  storage  of  Carbide  of  Calcium. 

Explosives  Act,  1875. 

17  applications  were  received  for  the  registration 
of  premises  for  the  storage  of  gunpow'der  and  mixed 
explosives.  The  premises  of  all  applicants  were  inspected 
and  reports  made  to  the  General  Purposes  Committee. 

17  Certificates  of  Registration  were  granted. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  record  my  pleasure  in  carrying 
out  the  many  duties  of  my  office,  and  at  the  same  time  pay 


tribute  to  the  great  assistance  rendered  by  Miss  Newton, 
without  whose  help  I  should  not  have  found  it  possible  to 
accomplish  what  has  been  done. 

I  remain,  Yours  faithfully, 


CHARLES  JEFFRIES,  m.s.i.a.,  c.r.si., 

Borough  Sanitary  Inspector . 


